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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHfNGTON, D.C. 20460

JAN I 7 1997

a:F1CI0fI
AIR AND RADIATION

Honorable Reed E. Hundt
Chairman, Fed.ral communications Commission
~9~9 M street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt:

In a lQttQr of July 1, 1996, you requested that the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) review an approach the
Federal Communications commission (FCC) was considering in
developin9 new radio frequency (RF) exposure 9uidelines. This
approach incorporated elements of guidelines developed by both
the American National Standards Institute, the Institute ot
Electrical and Electronics Enqineers, Inc., and the National
council on Radiation Protection and Measurements. In a JUly 25
letter o

, Administrator Browner ° concurred with the FCC approa.ch as
adequate to protect pUblic health and indicated that it was "
consistent withOmore extensive comments made in November 1993.
In regulations issued in August 1996, the FCC finalized this
approach based on the recommendations of EPA and other federal
health aqencies.

since Administrator Browner's letter in July, some contusion
has arisen about EPA's support for the FCC'S final RF exposure
quidelines. This has occurred oas a result of an October 8, 1996,
letter from Norbert Hankin ot my staff responding to an earlier
written request from David Fichtenberg of the state of
washington. In his °letter, Mr. Hankin answers several detailed
questions about the °state of the science on ~F exposure.
Apparently, Mr. Hankin I s responsoe" h.as been incorrectly construed
as a departure trom the Administrator's positi~n in July.

I would like to reiterate EPA'S support ot the FCC's final
RF exposure "guidelines issued in August as provid.ing adequate
protQction of pUblic health.



I hope that this clarifies any confusion that exists about
EPA's support for your guideltnes and I look forward to working
with your agency in the future.

Sincerely yours,
ORIGINAL EiG~·r:,r: \' .

M~;RV 0, N~C~<' :.:,
Mary b. N1chols
Assistant Administrator

for Air and Radiation

Retyped with minor edits by MPyles:6101:1/~6/97
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